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SUBJECT: PROPOSED LEGISLATION GOVERNING ATTENDANCE EROM 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES AT US SERVICE ACADEMIES 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY 0MB TO CLEAR A DOD DRAFT 
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL WHICH WOULD MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES IN 
THE LAWS GOVERNING ATTENDANCE BY FOREIGNERS AT THE THREE 
SERVICE ACADEMIES. SINCE THESE CHANGES AFEECT THE PRESENT 
STATUS OF FILIPINOS ATTENDING THE SERVICE ACADEMIES, WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR EARLY COMMENTS ON THE CANGES 
DESCRIBED BELOW. 

2. THE NEW LEGISLATION WOULD NO LONGER SPECIFY WHICH 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM. 

SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF TE SECDEF, ANY COUNTRY WOULD 
BE ELIGIBLE. THE TOTAL NUMBER OE STUDENTS PARTICIPATING 
WOULD BE RAISED FROM 24 TO A MAXIMUM OF 40. THE PRESENT 
PROVISION OF LAW AUTHORIZING PAYMENT BY THE US OF PAY 

AND ALLOWANCES FOR FOREIGN CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN WOULD PE 
REPEALED. (FYI: WE UNDERSTAND THE PHILIPPINE CADETS ARE 
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I G ATTENDANCE AT THE ACADEMIES ON A NON-REIMBURSABLE BASIS 
IS ALSO TO BE REPEALED UNDER THIS PROPOSAL. HOWEVER, THERE 

WOULD BE A PROVISION FOR WAIVOR BY THE SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE, IN WHICH CASE THE USG WOULD ABSORB THE COST OF 
INSTRUCTION. WE UNDERSTAND INFORMALLY THAT IT IS DOD'S 
INTENTION TO EXERCISE THIS WAIVER PROVISION ONLY ON AN 
INDIVIDUAL BASIS. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS DOD'S 
INTENT RPT INTENT TO KEEP THE PHILIPPINE PROGRAM OF 
ATTENDANCE AT LEAST AT ITS PRESENT LEVEL. 

3. THOUGH THIS PROPOSAL HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF PUTTING THE 
PHILIPPINE PARTICIPATION ON THE SAME BASIS AS OTHER 
COUNTRIES RATHER THAN ON A "SPECIAL" BASIS, WE ARE 
RELUCTANT TO AGREE AT THIS PARTICULARLY CRITICAL PERIOD 
IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GOP WITHOUT SOLICITING YOUR 
ASSESSMENT OF ITS IMPLICATIONS. SINCE DOD HAS 
ATTACHED SOME URGENCY TO THE PROPOSAL, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
YOUR COMMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. KISSINGER 
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